
Going Deep: A Theology for Faith Formation 
 

He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a 
little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 

When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Put out into the deep water and let 
down your nets for a catch.’ Simon answered, ‘Master, we have worked all night long 

but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.’ When they had 
done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break.  

~ Luke 5:3-6 NRSV 
 
This story takes place early in Jesus’ ministry.  Even so, he had already earned a reputation with the 
people and could easily draw a crowd wherever he went.  He had been publically baptized by John, 
endured the temptations in the wilderness, made a scene at his home parish, cast out demons, and 
healed Simon Peter’s mother-in-law.  He had the people’s attention!  He had followers! He had 
membership!  Jesus honored this; he never ignored the crowds. Throughout his ministry he always 
addressed the people: taught them, healed them, fed them, and even forgave them, but that wasn’t his 
primary ministry.  His primary ministry is described here in this fishing example.  Jesus took a few 
people from the crowd out in a boat and went deep.  This was how Jesus called his disciples—he 
created a small group committed both to the community and to learning to be just like him.  This was 
also how he taught his disciples to bring others to him. And it was this calling and empowering of 
disciples that was Jesus’ primary ministry, not working the crowd.  
 
Simon Peter’s reaction to going deep is so very human.  How many times do we get in the way of our 
own discipleship?  Simon Peter balked at the idea of taking the boat out again.  After all they had tried 
letting down their nets all night and caught nothing! Going out again, giving it another try is just 
going to be an exercise in frustration! But in a moment of either trust or test, he reluctantly did as he 
was asked, went deep, and caught so many fish the nets began to break!  If you continue reading in 
Luke, Simon Peter’s partners James and John had to come and assist him with the catch.  And Jesus 
says to them all, “do not be afraid, from now on, you will be catching people” (Luke 5:10).  It was their 
first lesson in faith formation: you form Christians like you catch fish—you go deep.  The crowds may 
be at the surface, so go ahead and cast a wide net, there is nothing wrong with that, but the net 
breaking miracles are going to happen when you allow yourselves to explore faith deeply.   
 
Jesus has shown us throughout his ministry that God desires the miracles for us. God longs for the 
intimate relationship found in discipleship and is willing to die in order to draw us closer. So I 
encourage everyone over the rest of the summer to discern ways to go deeper—to trust your call to 
discipleship, to be empowered to call others, and to experience God’s net breaking abundant love. 
 

Blessings, Jeanne+ 

************************************************************************************** 
GO DEEP WITH DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY: A YEAR LONG JOURNEY INTO THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 
  
  Disciple Bible Study: 
• A beginner’s course which covers the entire Bible 
• Facilitated by your clergy in a small group setting 
• Includes lectures and commentary by biblical scholars 
• Allows room for personal response, questions, and reflections 
• Requires independent study and weekly preparation 
 
Class will be held on Tuesdays at 7:30pm. Registration forms are found here: 
http://www.stpeterscaz.org/uploads/3/5/3/5/3535293/disciple_bible_study.pdf and in the parish hall 

http://www.stpeterscaz.org/uploads/3/5/3/5/3535293/disciple_bible_study.pdf

